
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 Sunday, December 15th, 
Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast after the 
morning Masses 

 Wednesday, December 
18th, School Mass, 
8:30am, Virtue 
Awards, 6th Grade 

 Thursday, December 
19th, Christmas Pro-
gram, 7:00pm, Stu-
dents here at 6:30, 
Actors here at 6:00 

 Friday, December 20th, 
Pajama Day/Christmas 
Around the Classrooms 

 Friday, December 20th, 
Principal’s Tea 

 Christmas Vacation, Dec. 
23-January 3rd 

 Monday, January 6th, 
School Resumes, Janu-
ary/July Birthdays Free 
Dress 

 Wednesday, January 8th, 
School Mass, 8:30am, 
7th Grade 

 Thursday, January 9th, 
Principal’s Coffee, 
Kindergarten 

 Friday, January 10th, 
Principal’s Tea 

 

 

December 5, 2013 

15643 SW Oregon St. 
Sherwood, OR 97140 
Phone: 503-625-0497 
Fax: 503-625-0564 

St. Francis families, 

The teachers identified information they feel is important to communicate with parents 
about their child’s progress. As a result of this effort the report cards have been reor-
ganized in an attempt to standardize and simplify the grading scale at St Francis.   

First through eighth grade report cards are divided into three sections:  

Core subjects 
Social development and work habits  
Specialists 

Your child’s GPA is based on core subjects. The social development and work habits sec-
tion allows the teachers to communicate how your child is interacting with others and 
their progress towards developing the skills required for lifelong learning.  

The specialists’ report card is a separate document and is divided into two sections.  

How the student is performing on key concepts in the subject area 
The student’s level of responsibility 

The school’s grading scale has not changed and letter grades for third through eighth 
grade are determined using the following scale:  

A=93-100 

B=85-92 

C=77-84 

D=65-76 

 F=64-0 

At the conclusion of each trimester, students in middle school are recognized for out-
standing academic achievement and social development with a seal on their report cards. 
The criteria to receive a seal are as follows: 

Scholar:  

A grade average of 4.0 in all core subject areas and a “+” in all social devel-
opment and study habits categories. 

 

        (continued) 

St. Francis School  

“Spiritual, moral and academic excellence under the patronage of St. Francis” 

Virtue of the month: CHARITY  

Message from the Principal 
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News from the Office 
School closures and late starts: We follow the Sherwood School District for school closures 
and late starts due to bad weather. Information can be found on TV stations, radio stations and 
news websites. They usually start posting about 6:00am. If we can we will post any news on 
the school website and send emails. (assuming we have power) 

Check out the school website often for opportunities to support the school, activities etc. 

Remember to drive SLOW in our parking lot. This is for the safety of all: students, parents, 
parishioners, staff, visitors, etc.  

Lunch News: The St. Francis Hot Lunch program will start in January on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Order forms will be emailed, posted on the website and available in the office. You 
must order for the whole month by December 19th. Help is still needed on Thursdays from 
about 11am-1pm to make this program a success. 

My Lunchbox will move to Mondays and Tuesdays the second week of January. (The first 
week was on the December order form.) We will also continue to offer Subway on Mondays 
and Quiznos on Tuesdays. Pizza will remain on Fridays.  

Reports should be signed and returned to school (with the insert) next week. The final one of 
the year in June will be yours to keep. 

For the Christmas program the doors to the church will remain locked until the students are 
seated (about 6:50pm). Anyone needing assistance should let Gretchen Brown know ahead of 
time. Need a share hour? Bring your vacuum cleaner and stay after you have picked up your 
student(s) at the school to help clean the church. 

Message from the Principal continued 
First Honors:  

A grade average of 3.7 in all core subject areas and at least a “√”in 90% of 
social development and study habits categories with no “-“ marks. 

Second Honors:  

A grade average of 3.4 with at least a “√” in 90% of social development and 
study habits categories with no “-“ marks. 

In addition, students in middle school who earn “+” mark in all social development and study 
habits categories are recognized with an Excellent Citizen Award.   

Report cards were sent home in the Thursday packet today. If you have any questions about 
your child’s report card please contact their teacher. 

Kimberly Fadden 
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NOTES FROM THE WOLF’S DEN  
Dear St. Francis, 

There is a lot of excitement in the air. Everyone is so excited to celebrate Jesus’ birth in less than 
two weeks. I thought I’d share with you all the different ways the students are getting ready. 

The kindergarteners with their eighth grade buddies wrote letters to Santa Claus. In their letters 
they thanked Santa for the gifts he brought them last year and asked him what his favorite cook-
ies are so they can put them out for him. I can’t wait to find out the answer so I can make his fa-
vorite cookies too. 

The first graders were listening to one of my favorite Christmas stories, The Cinnamon Bear. 
Each day they get to listen to a little more of the story. I wonder if they’ll ever find the star. I 
sure hope they do! 

The second graders were getting ready for the Christmas Program in the church singing Joy to 
the World. Their voices rang out singing, “Joy, Joy, Joy!”  

The third graders are reading The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. They were using their dictionar-
ies to look up words from the story like: grumble, snitch and espouse. 

The fourth graders have been learning about Christmas traditions from Italy. They discovered 
that in Italy instead of Santa Clause delivering the presents a special “witch” named Befana de-
livers gifts to the children. They also learned that in Italy setting up the Nativity is a very im-
portant tradition of Christmas. That’s probably because St. Francis, you were the first person to 
display the Nativity scene. 

In the library the fifth graders were preparing for Christmas by listening to another one of my 
favorite Christmas stories, The Christmas Miracle of Jonathon Toomey.  I love how Thomas de-
scribes the angel, the three wise men and the baby Jesus for the woodcarver so he can carve them 
just right. 

The Student Council assigned the sixth graders England to use as the theme for their door. They 
were looking up information about England’s traditions and deciding on what they should put on 
their door. I kept hearing about some creature named “Stumpy.” I don’t remember studying him 
when I learned about England. Perhaps I know more when they finish their door. 

The seventh graders were given France as the country to represent on their door. They decided to 
use their math skills to construct a scale model of the Eiffel Tower. Then put postcards from 
France around it. 

As a school we have been preparing for Jesus’ birth by going to reconciliation, praying as a com-
munity for those who are hungry, and giving back to our community by bringing in food. Tomor-
row a group of eighth graders will go to The Springs and share the Christmas spirit through their 
singing. And next week we will all share the warmth and spirit of Christmas with our families at 
the Christmas Program. It truly is “the most wonderful time of the year.”  

Until next time. 
Brother Wolf 
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Student Council Corner 
Student Council and the Parish are sponsoring a Christmas food drive.   Each class has 

been assigned two items to donate beginning December 9- 13. The list is as fol-

lows: 

Kindergarten: Foil and Toilet paper 

1st: Rice and Sugar                                                5th: Canned chicken and canned tuna 

2nd: Spaghetti Sauce and Pasta                             6th: Stuffing Mix and Soup 

3rd: Canned fruit and beans          7th: Peanut Butter and Cereal 

4th: Canned corn and canned green beans          8th: Cake mix and Frosting 

Candy Cane Reindeer order forms are available in the school office. Deadline for orders 
has been extended to Tuesday, December 17th.  

PSO News 

Thank you everyone who shopped at MuddPuddles in November.  As you probably remember, 
our school was given the opportunity to receive a donation back in the amount of 20% for all 
sales during a seven day period, and our school actually had the highest sales of all school 
throughout the Sherwood community.  Katie, the owner of MuddPuddles, will be 
hand delivering a check to the PSO team next month in the amount of $234.00.  Yeah!!  Great 
job, and thank you parents for all your support.  

Don't forget to mark your calendar and plan to join us for our annual Winter Wonderland Fam-
ily Fun Night on Friday, December 20th from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the St Francis Catholic 
Church Parish Hall.  There will be dinner, games, crafts and a holiday movie playing that the 
whole family can enjoy!  Plus children can come in their PJ's!!!  For every family that brings 
two non-perishable food items to this event you will be entered into a raffle drawing to win a 
car-pass to see Christmas lights at the Winterwonder Land event at Portland International Race 
Way!  Remember, this a FREE event that offers us a chance to gather as a community this hol-
iday season and celebrate the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Be sure to join us!  

Also, the PSO team is doing a special Christmas fundraiser for our school starting this year.  Watch for 

future communications tomorrow and next week when it's revealed.  

Do you have a Facebook account?  Be sure to "like" the St Francis Catholic School PSO page 
to help YOU get regular communications regarding upcoming events, fundraising activities, 
and more!  

Remember, if you have a suggestion for feedback for your PSO team, remember you can email us 
atstfranciscatholicschoolpso@gmail.com  

Merry Christmas! 
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Sign up now for the following parties: 
Ladies Bunco Party, Saturday, January 11th, 10am-3pm, hosted by Mara Cowan, $25; Calling 
all Knitters (great for knitters of any level), January 18th, 6:30pm-11:00pm, hosted by Yolanda 
McVicker, $30. More parties will be posted as we get closer to their dates. If you heard of one 
you might want to attend contact the office. 
 
There are also the student’s tiles and pictures available in the office.  
 

Directory Updates 

The Wiren’s have a new address: 23708 SW Aspen Lakes Dr., Sherwood, OR 97140 

Auction News 

Alumni News  
Come and see Suzie Geisler in Blanchet Catholic School’s High School Theater Department’s 
performance of  “It’s a Wonderful Life, A Live Radio Play”. Dates and times are: Thursday, 
December 12, 7:30pm; Friday, December 13th, 7:30pm; Saturday, December 14th at 2:00pm 
and 7:30pm. General Admission is $7, Students and Seniors $5. Tickets available online or at 
the door. 

Parish News 

Advent Reconciliation Service, Wednesday, December 18th, 7:00 pm 

Christmas Masses: 

December 24th, 5:00pm, 8:00pm and Midnight 

December 25th, 9:00am 

Solemnity of Mary (a holy day of obligation): 

December 31st, 5:30pm 

January 1st, 9:00 

Thank you to Oliver Fisher, Jonah Raleigh and Michael Wanner for helping the Children’s Lit-
urgy group with flowers for Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
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Out of  Parish News 

In Stride 4H Club Presents the 9th Annual Holiday Horse Ride. Saturday, December 14th, 
10am to 2:00pm, 21965 SW Edy Road. Rides are $3 each. Canned food collected to benefit 
Helping Hands. Questions - call 503-625-4143 

“Advent Lessons and Carols”, a special concert presented by the Holy Redeemer Choirs. Fri-
day, December 20th, 7:30pm in the Sanctuary. Suggested donation of $5 per person. 
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